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Obituaries


Obituaries are something that are not very easily talked about, because in every case it means someone has passed away, therefore making it most of the time a sore subject. Obituaries are written anytime a person passes away, whether it be a friend or a close family member, they are indeed hard to read. Obituaries are most of the time posted in a local newspaper of where the person called his or her permanent residence to inform everyone in the community of the passing. Although obituaries are mostly thought of as a negative thing, it’s a time where you can honor that person’s life by highlighting some of the achievements that they did throughout their life, as well as inform the community of the passing.  So to say the least, Obituaries are an emotional yet professional way of informing the public of someone’s death.  

According to “thefreedictionary.com” an obituary is a public announcement of a death, often accompanied by a short summary of the person’s life. Obituaries have been part of society for the last 200 years. Although obituaries are most of the time hard to write whether by the person not having lived a great life or just not wanting to accept the fact that the person has passed, it’s important to highlight the positive things the person accomplished throughout their life. Obituaries can be as complex as you want them, but most of the time they are just a simple short summary of the person’s life. Therefore I will explain where an obituary is most of the time found, when an obituary is used, and why and how the obituary is published.


Obituaries throughout society have different varieties whether it be long or short in length or including a picture or not, but they all serve the same purpose, which is informing the public of the death of a member throughout their community. Obituaries are most commonly found throughout the local newspaper in the community the person either grew up in or was living at the time of his or her death. The local newspaper most of the time has a section in their paper for obituaries or death notices to inform the people of the community. This section is usually rather small, so most obituaries get straight to the point, meaning they mention the person’s name, age, a few good memories of the person, and who the person is survived by including family members of the deceased person. 

Another major component of an obituary is determining the length of the obituary to be published in the local newspaper. Prices vary throughout local newspapers. The longer the obituary the more expensive the obituary is. Also another important aspect is deciding whether or not to include a picture, as this also cost money to be published. Here is an example of a basic obituary used: 
“Mr. Jerry J Wemmer age 61 of 352 Stewart Drive S.W., Calhoun, died Wednesday evening in Gordon Hospital following several months of declining health. Jerry was born in Miami, Florida on September 6, 1947. He was a member of the Calhoun Seventh Day Adventist Church , was a machinist and had lived in Calhoun since 1978. Survivors include his wife Lynn Albers Wemmer of Calhoun, his parents Gerald Joyce Wemmer and Minnie Lee Kinsey Wemmer of Calhoun, a son; Todd Wemmer and his wife Cheri of Salem , Ma, and a sister Joy M. Wemmer of Ringgold. Memorial services were conducted at 11 a.m. Thursday June 11, from the Chapel of the Thomas Funeral Home with Chaplin Dave Smith officiating. You may sign the online register book or express private condolences at . www.thomasfuneralhomecalhoun.com Thomas Funeral Home has charge of the Arrangements for Mr. Jerry J Wemmer. (as published by the Calhoun Times) 

As shown by the example above, this is a rather short obituary including all the aspects of the most common obituaries used throughout society. It states the person’s name, age and few things about the person’s life and lastly it states who the person is survived by including family members of the deceased person.

One of the most important aspects of writing an obituary is to first and foremost honor the person’s life, but also you must show respect to the family members by mentioning them throughout the obituary. The main question most of the time brought up when writing an obituary is who to include in the surviving family members. In most obituaries the closest family members are usually the first ones mentioned such as parents, grandparents, brothers, sisters, or even close friends. This is solely left up to the writer to determine who they want to include in the obituary to be honored in surviving the deceased person. Therefore it’s important to discuss this aspect of the obituary as a family so no one gets left out.

The final important aspect of an obituary is finding the person to write the obituary. It’s important to find someone whether it be a family member or a close friend that knows the deceased person as well as the family members. It’s important that an obituary remain professional yet having an emotional attachment for the deceased person. Therefore it should include the aspects as mentioned above to ensure that every aspect is covered throughout the obituary.

In conclusion obituaries are used to express honor and respect for someone of a community passing away. Therefore it’s important to remain professional yet having an emotional attachment while informing the public of the family member passing away. Obituaries are something that are most of the time frowned upon whether writing them or reading them, but as explained they don’t have to be. Obituaries should be something to always remember of the person that has passed and to never forget the things they did throughout their life. Therefore remember that obituaries don’t always have to be a dreaded and sad thing.
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