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Websites are created and used for many different reasons and purposes.  There are many types of websites such as official government websites, commercial websites, personal websites, social websites, and data websites.  This article focuses on the genre of webcomics which could be classified as commercial, personal, social, and loosely data.  Perhaps the first hosted webcomic was T.H.E Fox in 1986.  A few new comics came out in the early to mid 90's but starting around 1997 the number of webcomics appearing each year rose significantly.


The readership of webcomics tend to be somewhat “geeky” for many webcomics.  Since nearly anyone who has an internet connection can view webcomics, they can have a huge readership, however, their existence is typically not mentioned in mainstream media so many people don’t even know if their existence.


The authors of webcomics can be one or more people, and there are many instances of both 1 person or 2 people collaborating on a webcomic.  There isn’t a specific appeal that authors use, but they might be seen to use all.  They might, for instance, apply logic to something people usually take for granted to show that it’s actually kind of silly, or if taken literally, is ridiculous.  They might poke fun at a famous or well known person, or use them to say something else.  They might also portray a scene that should appeal to one’s emotions.

The websites hosting webcomics seem to have a fairly standard structure.  The actual comic part contains a picture of the comic with buttons to navigate between pictures usually above or below the current picture.  The websites also frequently have a place for feedback or comments for each picture.  Near the top of the website or to one of the sides may be links to other areas of the website, such as an archive of the comics,  the author's blog, Some additional information on the comic or things related to the comic, and for the successful comics, a store.  Links to other webcomics is another common feature to webcomics.  Some comics allow ads on their website, some don't.


The real “guts” of a webcomic are the pictures of the comic on the website.  There are many genres within webcomics; comedy, story, and commentary to name a few.  The majority of webcomics are comedic in nature and many of these are “geeky” or focused toward the author's interests.  For example, the comic xkcd is described by the author as “A webcomic of romance, sarcasm, math, and language.”  To “get” several of his comics one would need some understanding of the subjects he refers to, perhaps laws in physics, equations in math, etc. 


Penny Arcade, a webcomic that caters to gamers (video gamers), has been wildly successful.  So successful in fact, that they have begun to host their own video game convention to replace the previous primary convention, E3.  These conventions are host to tens if not hundreds of video game, comic, and anime/TV show creators where they come to show off their products.  Penny arcade usually comments on recent news in regards to video games, such as a game that was hyped up but turns out to be terrible.  They have their own opinion on the goings on in video game culture and aren't afraid to share it.


Questionable Content is a webcomic that is comedic as well, but unlike the previous two examples has a contiguous storyline.  The comic does jump around between characters though, such as in a book.  The audience for Questionable Content isn't as much a niche, it refers to music from an indy point of view but generally it isn't necessary for one to know that much about the indy views of music.

