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How to Write a Panty Dropper


Songs have always been written as a form of expression among all cultures. Songs have always been a way for individuals to express themselves in a meaningful way. There are quite a few structures that these individuals may follow in their pursuit of expression. As most song structures vary, they all stem from the traditional structure: verse, chorus, verse, chorus, bridge, and chorus. Depending on the genre, the song may include a more traditional in structure. Contemporary Rhythm & Blues, R&B, music follows this traditional structure with a variation of its own. In addition to the traditional structure of this genre, R&B artists include an intro and an outro to their song. 


When deciding on the overall theme of a song, R&B artists tend to lean towards a variation of romantic themes. A way to jump start the creative process is to listen to the track first. The track is a fully produced melody of a song that has been put together to help inspire the theme of the song.  Once the artist has settled on a track, they go start into the song with the intro. The intro is at the very beginning of the song, and is usually spoken or adlibbed. The artist may use this time to preface certain qualities of the song or to simply give a shout-out pertaining to the song. The purpose of the intro is to get your mind right before the beat drops. Multi-platinum R&B artist Bobby Valentino notoriously uses the intro to let the first melody start, so as he can begin his first verse:

Bobby Valentino haha
Ah ay yo Tim drop the beat for me
Ah yeah haha
Do it really sexy for me yeah
Y'all see that girl over there
Hey girl check this out right here
 Bobby Valentino talks through his intro setting the mood for the song. Since a song tends to start off with a softer arrangement it is important to keep the tone of your intro calm so that  it flows into the first melody which is faster and more upbeat inspiring the first out of two verses. 
Both verses have the same melody and are both used to provide details about the song title and chorus. The melody hardly changes throughout the song, but what do change are the lyrics. No matter how the lyrics change, they still follow the same melody which can create the biggest obstacle for the songwriter. When writing the first verse it is important that all verses throughout the song have the same number of lines, otherwise the inconsistency will be glaringly apparent. Memorable verses usually employ some of the same poetic devices used in writing other forms of literature. Metaphors, similes, alliteration, personification, point-of-view, repetition, meter and rhyme are poetic devices that professional lyric writers pay attention to when building the lyrics for a song. Meter and rhyme are the most common elements that speak to the rhythm and sound of the song, while elements such as metaphor and personification speak to the imagery evoked. R&B superstar The-Dream is one of the more creative writers as seen in the first verse of his chart topping hit “Falsetto”:

Started out talking right here
Puttin’ it down like a motherfuckin mack
Sellin’ me candy all up in my ear
She wanna be down like the D's on the ‘lac
Slow dancin’ in the club
The diamonds look like rainbows
Shes grinding on my dick
She lookin’ for the pot of gold
We hop up in that AMG indeed we in the Westin
She put the moves on me
I could’ve swore shawtys a wrestler
Talkin’ all that shit
Soon as I hit
Now I got her talkin’ like this

The-Dream has good use of similes and metaphors that result in vivid imagery. Notice how the end of his first verse sets up the chorus. When writing verses, it is important not to "fall in love" with your writing and be open and flexible enough to make changes. Once the artist has provided sufficient details about the song into their first verse they concentrate on the most important part of the song, the chorus.

The chorus or the hook of a song is the most important element to writing a good song. It is the heart of the song setting the stage for rest of the song. The chorus is the main idea that the writer wants to convey to the listener. From the chorus or the hook you will be able to write verses and make them complement each other. A strong melody to go along with the chorus is also essential for the perfect hook. The chorus is a lyric-music combination that is repeated with little or no change throughout the song. Usually, the chorus lyrics include the song title, and give the listener a general idea about the song topic. The chorus music includes the catchiest melody in the song. The chorus is generally the part that your listener will remember from your song. The chorus is the thesis to your song. This is where you will get across the main point or reason for writing your song. Unlike the verses in your song, the chorus lyrics will remain the same throughout the entirety of the song. Multi-Platinum R&B group 112 is known for delivering solid catchy hooks. In 112’s song “U Already Know” the group sets the stage for the rest of the song with the creation of the hook:

Papa coming over, to give you that raw
Ur favorite position, from the back door 
Girl u know tha drill, don’t ask no questions...
u already know.
Papa coming over, to give you that raw
Ur favorite position, from the back door 
Girl u know tha drill, don’t ask no questions...
u already know.
 You do not always have to have the title of the song in your chorus, but it is usually a good rule of thumb, especially for your audience to increase their song recognition. After your chorus plays the first time, you then go into your second verse.


The second verse of a song is usually an alteration of the ideas previously expressed in your first verse, which still pertain to the chorus. A more talented writer will usually continue their “story” with the second verse keeping their ideas in chronological order, while the chorus still reinforces both verses. The second verse is to have the same number of lines, with the same rhythmic tempo as your first verse. The second verse is followed by the chorus again. Once the chorus plays for the second time, you then go into the bridge.


The bridge is the third melody and the one that is appearing only once. It is better if the listener gets a little surprise in the bridge; that can be a change in the chord structure accompanied by a smooth shift to another scale. However, the bridge melody always ends by shifting back to the original mood and repeating the chorus all over again. As for the bridge's lyrics they usually represent a conclusion or a flash back to the whole song, this adds to the surprise. Sometimes, the bridge is just an instrumental solo with no lyrics, or a chance for the artist to show of their vocal range with an intense repetition of a portion of the chorus. Platinum selling R&B artist J. Holiday usually uses the bridge to slow down and smooth out the song, before jumping right back into his high energy passionate chorus like in his song “Come Here”:

This is for all my sexy ladies 
I've been watchin you baby 
And I really wanna dance with you 
And you 
And you 
And you 
And you too (uh uh) 
So many here for me to choose from (UH UH) 
It's hard for me to choose one (uh uh) 
you don't know what it does to me yeah 
But I choose you baby
“Come Here” has a more up tempo beat therefore he slows the track down a little bit with the bridge to break up the monotony of the beat. He ends the bridge by showing off his vocal range, thus bringing back the same energy the song had prior to the bridge, which smoothly transitions into the chorus. Depending on the length of your track, you mite be able to squeeze another verse into your song that rests in between the bridge and the final repetition of the chorus. Once the bridge and final chorus have been played the artist fades the song out with their outro. 


The outro gives the artist a chance to wrap up any last thoughts or feelings he or she may be having during the song. The outro has a continuation of the track throughout the entirety of the song. The track will then start to fade out, usually accompanied by the fading out of the artist’s voice as well. Artists also take this time to give a couple shout-outs, which are usually directed at the producer of the song or the label they are currently under. Usher “nice n slow”
Now tell me
Do you wanna get freaky
'Cause - I'll freak you right I will
I'll freak you right I will
I'll freak you like no one has ever, ever made you feel
I'll freak you right I will
I'll freak you right I will
I'll freak you, freak you like no one has ever, ever made you feel -
yeah
(now baby tell me what you wanna do with me)

Throughout the song Usher is telling his special lady that he wants to “take her to a place that’s nice and quiet, where nobody will interrupt”, so that they can “take it nice and slow”. In the outro, Usher lays it down and lets her know what is really good. This gives the song an added excitement and like the bridge breaks up the monotony of the original rhythm of the song.

An important thing to remember when writing a song is to not be afraid to rewrite and rework the lyrics to your song. This may be necessary to accomplishing rhythmic consistency. It might seem like everything is flowing nicely when you are writing it down, but it is important to stop and sing it out loud with the track to truly see if the verse, bridge, or hook accomplishes the desired rhythmic flow. It is nice for lines to rhyme with each other, but that is not more important than the flow of the rhythm. In theory your song does not have to rhyme at all, but rhyming lines usually helps creating the rhythmic flow a little easier and usually makes the song more “catchy”. Once you have finished your song please refrain from being selfish and share it with those who will appreciate it. You’ll know when the time is right.
