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Thesis


“Poetry is an imaginative awareness of experience expressed through meaning, sound, and rhythmic language choices so as to evoke an emotional response…” (Flanagan) The main emphasize of poetry is to express and induce emotion.  Poetry is an emotion based form of writing that incorporates literature tools in order to be effective in producing an emotion based work of art.

The Readers of Poetry


Poetry appears in poetry books, on the Internet, in speeches, and in schools.  Audiences can gain access to poetry through any of the sources previously mentioned. Everyone is invited into this genre depending on whether the reader likes poetry or not. Readers read this genre usually at their leisure, or while attending school. This genre interacts mostly with speeches or other works of literature such as short stories or books.  The genre can be written as a story to convey ideas or concepts, but can also be written without coherence.  When people read this genre they are looking for enjoyment, amusement, or perhaps intellectual development. People who read this genre are artists looking for inspiration, school children, scholars, and those who enjoy reading poetry.  Readers read this genre either to learn, or enjoy that which the poet has written. 

The Poets


Poets create this genre as a means to relate to others that which they wish to tell in a creative way. Multiple authors are possible, but unlikely.  Authors of this genre must possess creativity, and a talent at expressing themselves. Poets create this genre for many reasons.  Some poets create poetry to make a statement, others for amusement, and so forth. The authors of poetry generally appeal to pathos. They do not tend to appeal to facts or logic, but more to emotion and values.  The attitude of the author varies depending on the subject matter, and how they feel about it.  Many have an attitude of regret or loss, however, many also have an attitude of hope and happiness. The attitude of the poem is completely up to the poet.  The attitude the writer has toward the audience is one of appeal toward the emotions the author wishes to convey.  The poet’s attitude toward the world depends on the poet and their personal attitude toward it.  Poets try to make the reader feel like they are in the poem. Many poets use imagery to do this.   The writer wants the audience to feel as he/she does. 

Poem Characteristics


Many of the poems share common characteristics.  The content, however, is very wide spreading and reflects the poet.  Many poems deal with human emotion such as love, or grief.  Nearly every poem shares the characteristic of being an emotion based form of art, but the structure, format, and tools a writer incorporates is up to the author.  Many poems share one or more of these characteristics, but each poem is unique.

Poem Structure 


The structure of this public genre also widely varies.  Some start like a story and follow a sequence of events until arriving at an end, others deal with emotion and then tell why that emotion exists, however the structure of the poem is really the poets choice.  The poet tries to create a structure that conveys the poems meaning or beauty the best.  

Poem Format


The format of poems also is a matter of the poets choice.  There are certain common formats that poets use, such as haiku, or sonnet, or different rhyme patterns, but the choice is that of the poet.  Usually poets use a format that incorporates rhyme or rhythm and is written in stanzas, however some decide to write in free verse instead.  Any format a poet choices is fine as long as it best emphasizes the emotions an author wishes to express.  Poems are generally short, usually a page or less. Because, poems are short it is important that the author express a wide range of emotions in a short amount of space.  This can prove difficult to some novice writers.  

Poem Styles 


Poems level of formality depends on the poem.  Many poems are formally written, but some are written in dialects or slang.  Many older poems are written in Old English such as those by Shakespeare.  The diction expressed also depends on the poem.  Some poems use slang or black dialects depending on the environment in which the poem takes place, and that which the author wishes to express. Bad grammar, slang, and misspelled words are all acceptable when used appropriately in poetry.

Poetry Tools


Many common features of poems is their use of imagery, rhythm, and rhyme.  Imagery is used in many poems.  It is one of the best and simplest ways a poet can attract a reader.  Poets wish to make the reader feel like they are in the poem, and imagery is one of the best ways to do this.  Imagery reveals a sense of description that not only makes the reader feel like they are there, but also brings forth an emotion base that may otherwise not be met.  Rhythm and rhyme are another tool used by many poets.  They are considered by some to be the heart and soul of poetry.  Rhythm and rhyme are the beat used in a poem, and like a heart beat they are essential to many poems.  Rhythm and rhyme allow the poem to flow smoothly and sound attractive and catchy to those who read it.  It is the rhythm and rhyme that make a poem easier to memorize,  because it is so catchy and attractive to the reader. 

Poetry Patterns


The patterns reveal that the genre is very emotion based.  The patterns are significant because they can be used to identify common characteristics and poetry tools used in many poems.  Identifying poetry patterns is  important for not only appreciating poetry, but for writing poetry as well.  By analyzing common poetry tools a poet can incorporate these tools in their own writing in order to improve their writing.  Imagery, rhythm, and rhyme are some tools that are seen in many poems.  Not only, can poetry tools be identified by patterns, but so can poems format and structure. While, many poems structure and format vary, many also share some commonalities.  These commonalities can be evaluated to determine what would be best used in a certain poem. By evaluating poetry patterns one can learn how to bring forth others emotions by observing the patterns used in other writers poems.   The samples I used are a good example of some poetry patterns seen in some famous poems.

Samples:

1. Where the Sidewalk Ends- Shel Silverstein

2.The Road Not Taken- Robert Frost

3. Fast Rode the Knight- Stephen Crane

4. A Red, Red Rose- Robert Burns

5. O Captain! My Captain!- Walt Whitman

